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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Rural  District 
Council:- 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1940  on  the  Health  & Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District. 

‘As  in  the  cose  of  last  year  the  rex^ort  is  cut  down  in  size 
and  in  detail,  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  instructions 
contained  in  Circulars  206?  of  19/7/40  and  2314  of  26/3/41:  the 
reason  for  this  curtailment  being  (a)  the  extra  pressure  under 
which  war  conditions  have  placed  Public  Health  Departments  in 
general  and  (b)  the  necessity  of  economy  in  the  use  of  paper. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  serious  epidemic.  Measles  and 
V'.Tiooping  Cough  were  compulsorily  notified  throughout  the  year,  and 
while  the  two  conditions  were  rather  wide-spread  among  children, 
neither  was  of  a serious  type,  and  no  deaths  occurred  from  either 
diseasea  There  were  93  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  and  158  ' 
cases  of  measles. 

In  1940  there  were  three  maternal  deaths  from  Puerperal 
causes  all  of  these  taking  place  in  hospital. 

The  Local  Death  Rate,  both  Crude  and  Adjusted,  remained  lower 
than  that  of  the  Country  as  a whole.  Of  the  deaths  39^  were  of 
ages  70  years  or  over. 

Much  additional  work  has  been  put  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  by  the  necessities  of  war;  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  besides  their  routine  work  also  undertake 
the  Billeting  arrangements  of  the  district  which  make  constant 
demands  on  them.  They  give  further  time  to  Coal  Control, 
Distribution  and  Pood  Control,  to  Air  Raid  Precautions  for 
dealing  with  gas-contaminated  foods,  and  to  Salvage:  in 
fact  it  is  a source  of  wonder  to  me  that  they  do  so  raucn  so 
capably  and  yet  have  time  to  carry  on  the  many  routine  tasks 
connected  with  their  department. 

I am  constantly  grateful  to  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Richardson  for 
loyal  work  done  and  assistance  and  advice  given.  Miss  Eccleshall 
does  a difficult  task  cheerfully  and  with  exemplary  willingness. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I am  grateful  for  being 
consistently  helpful  to  me  in  dealing  with  the  xoroblems  arising 
in  the  conduct  of  my  war-time  appointment  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Healthf 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
Duncan  T.  McAinsh 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Statistics  of  the  Area* 


Area  (in  acres):  55,  256  - unchanged. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident  population: 

21580. 

Rumher  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  according  to  the 
rate  hook;  5,950. 

Rateable  Value  is  £88,003?  and  a penny  rate  produces  £348. 

BIRTHS. 


‘ * 

Male.  • 

Female. 

Total. 

Total  Live  Births. 

170 

149 

519 

Legitimate. 

167 

146 

313 

Illegitimate. 

3 

3 

6 

Still  Births,  all  of  these  legitima.te. 

11 

2 

13 

Birth  Rate  per  1,  COO  population  for  "the  District:  l4*83e 
Birth  Rate  per  ljOCO  population  for  England  & Fales:  1R»  6. 

% 

Still  Births  39*15  per  1,000  total  (live  aiid  still)  i3irths. 
Still  Birth  rate  1*66  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Birth  rate  England  & Wales  *55  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  district  during  1940  \7as 
the  lowest  for  11  years,  being  31  lower  than  in  1939* 

DEATHS. 

Total:-  177  Male  84  . Female  93 

Local  Crude  Death  Rate:  8*20  per  1,000  population. 

Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate:  12*99  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales:  14*3  per  1,000  population. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  the  country  was  2*l6  per 
1,000  Total  Births  (live  and  still)* 

During  the  year  there  were  three  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Causes. 


The  main  causes 

of  Death  over  the 

past 

three  years 

. were 

' 

12M 

1939 

1938 

Dise’ases  of  Heart  and 

Circulation.  ... 

• ••  •••  ••• 

101 

68 

61 

Respiratory  Diseases 

• ••  ••• 

33 

21 

28 

Cancer  

• ••  •••  ••• 

21 

21 

30 

Violence,  including 

Suicide. . . ... 

19 

10 

14 

Congenital  Debility, 
and  Premature  Birth. 

Malforma  tion 

• ••  ••• 

12 

15 

18 
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DEATHS  OF  I1-TF..?^TS  UI'IPER  OP  AGE. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ages-  20  none  of  which 
v/ere  illegitimate. 


Death  Rate  o^  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  "births 62*70 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  "births  63*90 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate,  live  "births,  ITil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 21 

" ” Measles  (all  ages) Nile 

" V/hooping  Gough  (all  ages)..  Nil. 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)..  Nil, 


NURSING  III  TEE  HOIiCE,  A?£BULA'rCE  FACILITIES 

PUBLIC  AND  VOLLRTTi'JR.Y. 


.A'D  HOSPITAL 


n 


In  the  more  populated  parts  of  the  area  • Local  Nursing 

Associations  provide  Home  Nursing.  The  num"ber  of  these  is 

unchanged  from  last  year.  Much  use.  has  "been  made  of  the  Cou?icil’s 

Am"bulance  "both  for  removing  infectious  cases,  and  for  taking 

to  Hospitals  accidents  and  medical  and  surgical  emergencies. 

% 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  County  Lahoratory  Stafford  continues  to  give  valuaTjle 
aid  in  examining  and  reporting  on  "bacteriological  and  pathological 
samples s and  wide  use  of  the  facilities  they  provide  has  "been 
made. 

• ' incidence  of  scuIRlet  fevt;r,  dipntnlria  and 

FITEUMONL".  DURING  THE  TEj^  YE..bR£h 

' 1951  - 19U0. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia • 

1931 

21 

27. 

28  1 

1932 

37 

31 

22  1 

1933 

22 

12 

19 

1934 

81 

16 

19  1 

1935 

64 

28 

29  1 

1936 

90 

14 

32 

1937 

189 

33 

39 

1938 

105 

46 

37 

1939 

43 

75 

.36 

1940] 



64 

37 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OTHER  Tli/il"  TUBERCULOSIS 
DURIHG  THE  YEAR  TOilO.  ' 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
Hosni tal. 

Total 

toDeaths. 

Smallpox  c.c 

o • 

C 

» 9 © 

1 . ..1  . . i—P 

» 

- 

Scarlet  Fevers 

• c 

o 

0 0 9 

35 

28 

— 

Diphtheria  o ^ . .sc 

9 O 

• C • 

64 

60 

3 

Fuerperal  Pyrexia o « . 

0 O 

9 

C C 9 

4 

/ - 

3 

Erytiipej-as  o o o o o » 

f • 

C 

0 C 9 

9 

1 

- 

Fnouimoriii.Q  o © o o © c- 

9 t 

9 

0 0^ 

37 

1 

"I 

•j-j 

Meningitis  ^ . e . o 

f:  » 

9 

0 0 9 

10 

6 

Cpht  ha Imi a U e ona  t o rum 

0 ft 

0 

9 0 9 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever e . . « 

0 9 

9 

COO 

1 

1 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis^, 

n O 

O 

0 O 0 

1 

1 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS , YEAR  19^0^ 


iiGE  PERIODS. 

LEW 

CASES 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary. 

Eon- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmona 

ry,  ITon- 

Pulmorici  r.v 

M 

M 

F 

M 

F 

T C 
1.1 

17, 

0 to  -1  3^ear 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 and  upwards 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

^ If  II 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  ” 

- 

— 

- 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

15  " ” 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

20  ’’  ” 

2 

2 

- 

1 

— 

25  " 

1 

2 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

If  II 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

65  ” 

" 

•• 

— 

»«• 

TOTALS c 

7 

6 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

(?) 

HOSPITALS. 


Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  submit  my  report  as  Medical  Superintendent 
of  your  Isolation  Hospital "for  the  year  1940. 

It  will  he  o.hse.r.ved  that- of  -the  135  cases  admitted  during 
the  year  38  were  chargeable 'to  outside  authorites* 

. The  duration  of  stay,  in  hospital  is  getting  longer.  This 
is  largely  due  as  noted  in  previous  reports,  to  both  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fevers  becoming  of  a more  virulent'  type,  resulting 
in  more  complications  such  as  heart  trouble  and  paralysis. 

The  methods  available  to  counteract  these  tendencies  are,  in- 
ray  oijinion  (l)  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  the  more  extensive 
immunisation  of  children  as  advised  and  offered  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  Local  Authority, ( 2 ) in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
treatment  by  the  new  sulphanilaraide  group  of  drugs,  v/hich  we  are 
useing. 


Dr.  Maitland,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  inspected  the  hospital 
in  1940.  His  observations  were  favourable. 


During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  I 
by  Otitis  Media,  during  which  time  I was  advised 
as  far  as  possible  from  Infectious  diseases?  Dr. 
my  assistant  acted  for  me  during  that  period. 


was  affected 
to  keep  away 
Joan  Lnmplugh 

, P,  Tomlcinson 


Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria 

1 Carrier. 

c 0 

•H  'H 

Ph  -P 

.C  > 

P Ph 
.G  CQ 
ft  C 
•H  Xi 

ft  0 

p 

0 . 

1 — i p^ 

Jh  0 
> 

0 0 

CQ  ft 

Measles. 

•H 

0 

Xh  . 
ft  Ph 
>>  0 

P -H 

CC  P^ 

Ph  Ph 

03  c: 
ft  0 

Cases  admitted  in  1939 
& discharged  in  1940. 

10 

6 

Cases  admitted  & dis- 
charged In  1940. 

70 

3 

4 

44 

1 

Cases  admitted  in  1940 
& rerruaining  in  nr  the 
end  of  the  year. 

7 

■ 

4 

1 

Average  stay  in  hospitf 
in  days. 

, ■ 
■:1 

36 

38 

10 

34 

Cases  died. 

5 
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DistrilDution 
of  Casess 

Cannock  Rural  Areac 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

1 

•p  cc 

0 

r-i  Sh  Ph  1 
Sh  0 0 P 
CO  > CQ  C 

o 0 

CO  o +; 

§ 

ft 

Q 

1 r 

CO  +:>  1 

S !> 

ft  ^2  ^ 

•H  iff  O 

P O -H 

r* 

^ 2 
ft  ^ 

•H  0 
« O 

Measles. 

• 1 

•H  1 

0 ^ 

0 !>5 

Pm  E-i 

Saredoiic 

! 

3 

Brewood- 

3 

5 

1 

Cheslyn  Hay. 

8 

30 

1 

3 

Essington= 

2 

4 

Peatherstone. 

1 

1 

Great  Wyrley. 

4 

4 

Huntington. 

10 

1 

Penkridge. 

2 

1 

1 

• * > 

Hatherton« 

2 

1 

• 

Wheat on  Aston. 

9 

Total. 

28 

60 

4 

3 

2 

Cases  chargeable 
to  other 
authorities. 

Brovvnhillso 

6 

Cannock  Urban. 

5 

12 

Lichfield  Rural. 

1 

Aldridge- 

2 

Willenhall. 

4 

3 

Stafford  Borough. 

2 

Stafford  Rural. 

2 

1 

Total. 

- - - - - - - 1 

20 

1 „ 1 p . 

» 

Usi-  . 

1 

(9) 


Mr#  Chairman  and  Gentlemen* 

Mv  report  for  1940  will  only  he  rather  a brief  and  sketchy  one 
ov/ing^to  the  reasons  stated  hy  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

These  additional  duties  have  been  amalgamated  with  the 
Sanitarrworkftut  all  essential  matters  dealing  with  ices, 

health,  infectious  diseases  etc. , have  Keen  satisfactorily  aeolt  with. 

V'ATER  SUPPLIES, 

There  is  no  change  in  the  water  supplies  to  the  District,  which 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  have  + '^'^IqqinD-ton^*^ 

me  vvuivci  ^ Pnr>i^hpq  Of  Brewood#  Stretton,  hssing-con, 

larger  portion  Ox  the  Parisne  ^ V/heaton  Aston*  The 

Shareshill,  Pea ther stone , Hilton,  H^pley , ^ 

Stafford  Corporation  supplies  Coppeiihal  ai-c 

More  than  three  quarters  of  the  houses  in  the  District  have 
a public  V'ater  supply* 

During  the  year  there  have  been  no  extension  of  mains. 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  25. in  number  have  a supply  of  top 
water  except  Bednall  which  is  supplied  from  a we  . 

PUBLIC  CLEAPSIHO,. 

The  method  of  soevenging  remains  as  in  previous  years  is 
carried  out  by  contract* 

The  Parishes  Scavenged  are  twelve  in  ood, 

PeathSe^on^^'nllton:  ShnrLhm!^PenkriIerL,^^  and  H^therton. 

The  number  of  houses  are  5?400*. 

out  on  the  whole  better  thn  expected. 


P.T.O. 


(lo) 


During  the  yer.r  suspected  Cc?ses  of  Anthrax  v/ere 
reported.  Hone  of  these  were  confirmed. 

PETROLEUM. 

There  are  22  persons  in  the  area  licensed  to  store 
petrol  for  sale  and  19  persons  for  private  use.  The  petrol 
is  ttored  in  underground  tanks. 

There  is  only  one  firm  licensed  to  store  carhide. 

ho.  Petrol  Licenses  were  renewed  and  one  new  Licence 
granted. 

OOYv  SHEDS. 


f! 

. I 

» 


iiumerous  inspections  of  cowsheds  w'ere  made  chiefly  in 
connection  with  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  milk.  All 
these  were  investigated  and  advice  given  to  improve  the 
cleaniliness  of  the  supplj^.  A numher  of  cowsheds  were  repaired 
and  imiDroved  and  one  new  one  erected. 


The  following  Licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  1926. 


SUPPLEllCENTifRY  LICENCES. 


Pasteurised.  Tuberculin  Tested. 

3 3 

DEALERS  LICENCES. 

1 1 

PASTEURISER'S  LECSi'CE. 


Accredited. 

4 


1. 


J.  T.  H.  Hall. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


rj$  ^ , I'-.j  I "“i'*  !•►  ,1  * ‘v  ’ %.  * 'i^i  ■ * Tl  ff'M- 
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